
The Value of Tourism to  
Sydney Surrounds North 

2018 

Every minute of every day,  
Tourism delivers $8,802 

of visitor spend into  
Sydney Surrounds North  

That is almost $12.7 million per day!! 
A value that has grown by 5.7%  

in the last year alone. 



2 Sources: Tourism Research Australia, State Tourism Satellite Accounts, 2016-17, Official Airline Guide OAG YE Dec 2017; 
STR Tourist Accommodation 20118 

Tourism delivers 4.8% of our jobs, supports 14,265 businesses and delivers 
3.2% of our region’s Gross Value Add which has grown every year since 

2010/11 at an average 4.0% pa. 

Supporting our local economy, Tourism supplies 4.8% of the 
region’s employment including 29,220 persons who are 
directly employed and a further 12,359 who are indirectly 
employed. 
 
There are 14,265 tourism related businesses in Sydney 
Surrounds North , around 38% of all Regional NSW Tourism 
businesses. 

Economically, these tourism businesses deliver almost $2.0 
billion (3.2%) of the region’s Gross Value Add – nearly 90% of 
which is delivered directly by our Accommodation, Food 
Service, Retail, Transport and Education establishments. 

Sydney Surrounds 
North has over 250 
accommodation 
establishments with 
a room stock of more 
than 12,700 (for 
establishments with 
ten rooms or more). 

Domestic direct inbound seats and flights have decreased in 2018 with a 
total of 7,274 flights (-20.2% yoy) delivering 848,801 seats (-5.2% yoy). 
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Establishments Rooms
Room nights 

available (000)

Room nights 

occupied 

(000)

Room 

occupancy 

rate

Takings from 

accommodation

Average 

daily rate

Revenue 

per available 

room

no. no. no. no. $ millions $ $

Sydney Surrounds Dec-2018 259 12,742 4,651 3,335 71.7% 692 208 149

North %Ch on 2017 -0.7% -0.2% -0.2% 1.0% 1.2% 2.0% 1.0% 2.2%

Establishments with 10 rooms or 

more SUPPLY DEMAND REVENUE

YE

Note: Gross Value Added (GVA), Tourism Jobs and Businesses and Accommodation are only available by tourism region. GVA was estimated based on 
visitor expenditure share while Tourism Jobs and Businesses and Accommodation for the DN were estimated based on visitor number share of the 
tourism regions within each DN. 



3 Sources: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 

Sydney Surrounds North DN is NSW’s top ranked DN in terms of Visitor 
expenditure per day!  

Sydney Surrounds North DN visitation has grown over 34% since 2012 in terms of visitor expenditure 
value. 

In terms of what is consumed by Tourism, Sydney Surrounds 
North DN represents about 14% of the state’s Total Tourism 
Consumption. This is mostly delivered by Intrastate tourism 
to the Region. 
 
Sydney Surrounds North has a substantial Domestic tourism 
market and a healthy International market. 

Note: Item with an asterisk * are available but not statistically reliable 
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4 Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 

HUNTER CENTRAL COAST 

Note: Purpose of visit shares provided only when statistically 
reliable 
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5 Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 

BLUE MOUNTAINS SYDNEY 

Note: Purpose of visit shares provided only when statistically 
reliable 
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Photo Credit: Destination NSW, Newcastle International Supermoto, Sail Port Stephens, Riverlights Multicultural Festival, Harvest Festival. 
Source: Tourism Research Australia, National Visitor Survey 

Events deliver visitors, visitor nights and visitor spend into  
Sydney Surrounds North DN 

International 
event visitor data 
in Sydney 
Surrounds DN are 
available but not 
statistically 
reliable.  
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7 Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 

Note:  
Items with an asterisk * are available but not statistically reliable 
Items with n/a  means data are not available. 

 

What experiences drive visitors to come to your destination? 
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Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys Note: Items with an asterisk * are available but not statistically reliable 

BLUE MOUNTAINS 

SYDNEY 

CENTRAL COAST 

 

Is your region getting its share of the Visitor/Tourism economy? 
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Other areas that make up Sydney TR include other unclassified areas 
in the region.  



9 
Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 

HUNTER 

Data for Individual markets  for Dungog, Muswellbrook and 
Singleton LGAs are available but not statistically reliable. 

Note: Items with an asterisk * are available but not statistically reliable 

 

Is your region getting its share of the Visitor/Tourism economy? 
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 INBOUND VISITOR NIGHTS IN NEW SOUTH WALES

Holidaya VFRb Business Otherc

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

State 

total

2017-18 11.0 9.5 7.3 7.3 10.9 11.9 8.7 13.2 9.6 -6.5 7.4 6.3 8.8 9.8 9.0

2018-19 6.4 7.4 1.9 6.3 6.6 5.4 7.9 5.5 0.8 9.9 6.3 6.1 6.6 5.8 6.5

2019-20 5.9 7.7 5.9 5.1 6.0 5.1 8.0 6.5 6.3 3.0 5.2 4.5 6.2 5.3 6.0

2020-21 5.2 7.2 2.3 5.2 5.4 4.4 7.7 5.3 2.4 1.5 5.2 5.0 5.7 4.8 5.6

2021-22 5.8 6.6 3.0 4.9 6.0 5.0 6.9 5.2 2.8 4.7 5.0 4.3 5.7 4.8 5.6

2016/17-2021/22 6.8 7.7 4.1 5.8 7.0 6.3 7.8 7.1 4.3 2.4 5.8 5.2 6.6 6.1 6.5

2021/22-2026/27 5.6 6.5 3.2 4.6 5.8 4.8 6.8 5.1 3.3 2.9 4.7 4.2 5.5 4.7 5.4

2016/17-2026/27 6.2 7.1 3.6 5.2 6.4 5.6 7.3 6.1 3.8 2.6 5.3 4.7 6.1 5.4 5.9

10-year average annual growth rate (%)

Purpose of visit BusinessHoliday VFRb Other All purpose

5-year average annual growth rate (%)

Year-on-year change (%)

DOMESTIC VISITOR NIGHTS IN NEW SOUTH WALES

Holiday VFRb Business Otherc

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

Capital 

city

Rest of 

state

State 

total

2017-18 4.0 -0.5 0.5 -8.1 3.9 4.0 2.1 -1.6 -1.8 2.5 -7.3 -8.6 0.4 1.1 0.9

2018-19 2.0 2.1 4.1 5.8 2.3 1.9 2.0 2.1 3.9 4.3 5.8 5.9 3.0 2.5 2.6

2019-20 1.6 2.0 3.4 4.1 1.9 1.6 2.0 2.1 3.2 3.6 4.6 3.8 2.6 2.1 2.2

2020-21 1.6 1.8 3.4 4.1 1.8 1.5 1.7 1.8 3.2 3.5 4.5 3.7 2.5 2.0 2.1

2021-22 1.4 1.8 3.3 4.0 1.7 1.4 1.7 1.8 3.2 3.5 4.4 3.7 2.4 1.9 2.1

2016/17-2021/22 2.1 1.4 3.0 1.8 2.3 2.1 1.9 1.2 2.3 3.5 2.3 1.6 2.2 1.9 2.0

2021/22-2026/27 1.2 1.6 3.2 3.8 1.4 1.2 1.6 1.7 3.1 3.3 4.2 3.5 2.3 1.8 1.9

2016/17-2026/27 1.7 1.5 3.1 2.8 1.9 1.6 1.7 1.4 2.7 3.4 3.2 2.5 2.2 1.9 2.0

10-year average annual growth rate (%)

Purpose of visit BusinessHoliday VFRb Other All purpose

5-year average annual growth rate (%)

Year-on-year change (%)

10 
Icons made by https://www.flaticon.com/ 

Sydney Surrounds North DN overnight expenditure to grow by $775.4M to 
$3.5B over the next 10 years! 

According to Tourism Research Australia’s latest State Nights forecast, Tourism Nights in Regional NSW is 
expected to grow by 2.5% pa over the next 10 years. 
 
Should this hold true and Sydney Surrounds North DN’s share of state hold constant, then the value of 
Overnight Visitor expenditure in the region could reach $3.5 billion by 2026 / 27 from $2.8 billion in 2016/17.* 

* Modelled on TRA inbound and domestic 10 year CAGR against a static share of visitor night for Sydney Surrounds North DN. 
2.5% CPI included. 
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Source: Tourism Research Australia, International & National Visitor Surveys 
Note: Tourism Forecasts are only available for NSW, Sydney and total Regional NSW. Forecasts for the DNs were estimated  based on visitor nights 
and expenditure per night of the tourism regions within each DN. 
 


